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Notesfrom the Board...

L R2y QU 1y26
coming school year has been crazy! So man
things are happening good things. Our
group recently had the privilege of
collaborating with NCHEA in bringing you the
NCHEA Pr€onference Survey 2019Ve hope
you participated and shared what you would
like to see in upcoming state conferences.

We recently attended a Round Table with
Congressman Bacon and key community
leaders regarding STEM education and A
Challenge.We met some really neat groups
who want to work with us in bringing new
technology/computer education to our
K2YSaoKz22f O2YYdzyAde
more about this in upcoming Network News
and Facebook posts. In the meantime, your
kids need to get working on those apps.

2SQff ftaz2 0SS adl NIA
Program series this fall. We plan to cover
various topics and bring in a few speakers to
help us all learn a bit more about navigating
the high school years.

* Cover art: www.allthingsharvest.wordpress.co
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Has Homeschooling Produced Mediocre Students?
Not Necessarily, If You Partner With God.
Ken & Bin Soh

Afriend from Asiaasked,d 2 Kdé youwantto homeschoolour children? Dothey
have specialneeds? Will they receivea quality education?How about their social
f A T Bakhsure most of us homeschoofamiliesare familiar with these questions
Asfor us, sincewe are originally from Asia,homeschoolings a new conceptand
practicefor us.

We WR A & O 2h@drBesidBdelidgwhen Ken was a university professor, after
observingstudentswho had characteras well as academicexcellence Kenwas
curious about this set of studentsand with further inquiry, he learned that they
were homeschoolers Sincethen, we havestartedtalkingto people,doingresearch
about homeschoolingattending conferencesand joining homeschoolgroupsand
associations Nowherewe are,a homeschoolingamilyin OmahaNebraska

We have to be honest, homeschoolings not alwaysan easytask It is a mixed

experience Thoughit gets stressfulsometimeswe also experiencemoments of
successand satisfaction Neverthelessio quenchour AsianT NRA Syfiesyawe
told him that we homeschoofor manyreasonsbut the three major reasonsare as
follows:

1. Webelievethat by homeschoolingour children,we havea greaterinfluencein
shapingtheir character,aswell asinstillingin them a love for JesusChrist,our
Lordand Saviorwho lovesusanddiedfor us. Wewant our childrento grow up
to becomemenandwomenof characteraswell asto love Godandothers.

We also believe in academicexcellence,yet not in a stifling manner For
example,we want our childrento know the value of hard work, to learnto do
hardthings,to work efficiently,andto be responsiblegor seeingthingsthrough.
Realisticallyyve are not alwayssuccessfulbut at leastthis is the direction we
aregoing

We enjoy the flexibility of our schedule,since Kenis a concert pianist and
speaker If he is invited to perform, teach, or speak,then we cantravel asa
family.




That being said, when NebraskaHomeschoolinvited us to shareabout our son
L YY I y jesrieydaithe ScrippsNational SpellingBee2018 we were gladto do
so. Asfollowersof Jesuswe want to testify how Godwaswith usthroughoutthis
entire process (By the way, Immanuel means W D 2MRh dzai6 Greek) As
followers of JesusGodhasa wonderful plan for us as stated in Jeremiah29:11,
a Q Ckhdwithe plansl havefor € 2 digci@resthe Lord, W LJt tb pfasperyou and
not to harmyou, plansto giveyou hopeanda future.Q Hehasaplanandplatform
for eachof usif we are willing to follow Him and let Jesudead us ¢ only then we
canserveandglorify Him.

OurBeeJourney(sofar):

A 2015c¢ we first learnedaboutthe NebraskeHomeschoo(HEN)SpellingBee,so
we participated Immanuel misspelledthe word raisin as r-a-i-s-n due to
clumpingtogetherthe i andthe n.

2016¢ two of our children,Immanueland Agape participatedin the Nebraska
HomeschoolSpellingBee, winning 1t and 2" place Theyadvancedto the
DouglasCounty SpellingBeeasthe homeschoold NP d#ia@ions,yet they
did not moveon to the MidwestRegionaBee

2017¢ we did not participatein the SpellingBeebecausewve werein Asia

2018 ¢ we returned from overseasjust two weeks before the Nebraska
HomeschoolSpellingBee event The two kids worked hard, and by D 2 R (J
gracethey won ¢ 15t and 2" place! Once again,they had the privilege of
representingthe homeschoobommunityat the DouglasCountyBee

Longstory short, Immanuelbecamethe 2018 Championof the DouglasCounty
Bee,and Agape,alongwith two other children, tied for 2"d place Solmmanuel
movedon to competein the Midwest RegionaBee Thiswasour first experience
at the Midwest RegionalBee and we did not know what to expector how to
prepare, but we did what we could It turned out that Immanuel placed 3
regionally Atthat time, we thoughtthat our experiencewith the Beewasoverfor
the year Yet,onthe verysameday,our LordJesusspoketo usat the sametime in
two different places¢ Kenwas driving home and Bin was at home. The Lord
wantedto giveusasecondchance Buthow?




Thenwe rememberedabout the ScrippsRSVBeprogramthat KathrynDillow from

NebraskaHomeschoohad told usabout We lookedinto it and Kentook a look at

the airline ticket pricesto DC,and after lookingat most major travel sites,we did

not think we could afford it. But again,the Holy Spirit prompted Kento look at

anotherairline. We couldnot believeour eyesq the costfor our family of five to fly

wasonly aboutthe costof two tickets offered by most of the other airlines! Soby

faith we bookedthe airline tickets We also filed our applicationto the Scripps
RSVBeprogram

This year, 2018 is the first year ScrippsNational SpellingBee has offered the
RSVBeg@rogramto help levelthe competitionfield. Forexample,somestateswill
sponsormore than one contestantto competeat the ScrippNationalSpellingBee,
but in other stateslike Nebraskapnly one child is sponsoredto go to the National
Bee The RSVBe@rogramallowslocal championsto apply and be competitively
selectedfor aninvitation to the NationalBee

After waiting for a few days,we learnedthat over 800 studentshad appliedto the

RSVBe@rogram, but only 225 would be invited to participate We waited a few

more days Miraculouslythe invitation for Immanuelto compete at the Scripps
NationalSpellingBeearrived We were thankful he would be one of the total 515

contestantscompeting,whether viathe conventionalmethod or RSVBe@rogram

Accordingto Scripps,these 515 contestantswere winners from amongover 11

million studentswho competedat different levelsacrosshe nation.

Scrippsalso sent us information on hotelsin the area, but they were way beyond
our budget Soagainwe prayedand askedJesusvhat we shoulddo. AgainHeled
usand helpedKenfind a placethat wasonly a 5-minute drive from the competition
location Additionally,it costusonly 1/3 of the price. PraiseGod

Whenthe logisticswere in place,we started to preparefor the NationalBee The
official word list/dictionary for the ScrippsNational SpellingBee is the Merriam-
WebsterUnabridgedDictionary which containscloseto half a million words,sowe
just did our best to prepare on top of our regular schoolingand a piano recital.
After L Y Y | y defidol@Qear was over, we spent more time preparing for the
National Bee Most days he tried to learn and memorize over one thousand
difficult words. It wasquite intensebut he workedhardat it.




Inthe midstof all this, one Saturdaymorning,the Lordwoke Kenup andgavehim an
ideaabout writing a brochureabout what happensif one misspellsa word and gets
disqualified While still lying in bed, the content and details cameto Ken,and he
quicklyjotted them down on paper Bythe afternoonhe hada chanceto typeit out,
andwith L Y Y I y de8durFaNA $elpRié foofreadit ¢ the brochurewasready
After that, we publishedit. If you are interestedin readingthe brochure,you can
contactusat nbfomaha@agmaitom.

Finally,the day of the Beearrived! OnMay 27", the grandopeningwasa blastand
on May 28", all of the contestantshadthe opportunity to attend a picnicwherethey
hadaton of fun and got to know eachother. Thefollowingday, May 29", we began
the preliminarieswhere all contestantstook a written test in the morning and
participated in an oral round in the afternoon The subsequentday, they
participated in a secondoral round. Contestantsadvancedin rounds when they
spelled the given word correctly and were eliminated when they misspelledthe
word. Theyalsoearnedpointsfor multiple-choicevocabularyand spellingtests. All
contestants who competed in preliminaries received a score based on their
performance Bythe graceof Godwe are pleasedto saythat Immanuelranked42d
out of 515contestants Unfortunately,he did not makethe cut-off to competein the
NationalBeefinals

Volunteer TODAY!!

Y7

When a homeschoolfamily wins the DouglasCounty Bee,
they are taskedwith hostingthat bee the next year Please
help us supportthe Sohfamily in hostinga greatbee for the

entire county [ S (slfd& everyone how the homeschool
community can work together! To volunteer, emait

201PDouglasCoBee@nebraskahomesclurgl
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Aswe reflect on this experiencewe know that Godhasa journeyfor us. He has
goodwork that He haspreparedfor usto do asexplainedin Ephesiang:10, & C 2
we are D 2 Rm@ridiwork, created in ChristJesusto do good works, which God
preparedin advancefor usto do€ Out of the 515 kidswho competed,only one
becamethe ScrippsNational SpellingBee2018 Championand a handfulreceived
somelargemonetaryawards It is still amazingo seehow Godused(andpossibly
is still using)our little brochureto encourageand bring hopeto thosewho did not
makeit to the top. Aboveall, we are gratefulfor the opportunity to bringthe love
of Jesusand the Good News (also known as the Gospel)to everyone we
encounter & C &dlso loved the world that he gavehis one and only Son,that
whoeverbelievesin him shallnot perishbut haveeternallife€ John3:16

Thisstory is not finishedandis to be continuedX we hopeyour life is not simplya
G Gadf A Buiianadventurewith alovingGodandFather!c SohFamily,2018

ﬁbout our authors:Kenand Bin Soh, homeschooling parents in Omaha,
founded New Bright Future in 2005 to provide premier piano and Chinese
lessons to the community in th@maha metro. Newright Future has helped
many aspiring musicians achieve their drean@nerecent graduateeceiveda
full ride scholarship tohe college of her dreams and wsslected by the
Department Chaito perform in China Studentof Chinese rangom PreK
throughadult, includingone who pursued his PhD @hinese languagend
literature. To learn more pleasésit www.NewBrightFuture.coror email the

Qen and Bin Soh abfomaha@gmail.com )

Fall Play Auditions

Openauditionson August 2% from 3-5pm @at

Southwest Church of Christ in Omabathe Omaha
| 2YSaoOK22ft [ SI NYa&anbdernSy {
adaptation of "The Gift of the Ma@id

All studentsages 15 and upre welcome to audition for thislass. Tuitiors
$120 plus a $40 class fee for theater rensakipts,and production costs

RehearsalsWednesdays,-%:30pm Productiondates:Nov 14" -17"d L ¥
interested please send an emailjitsimmons@cox.ndbr audition materials

If youwould like a backstage positioygu should come to auditions prepared tq
interview for theposition.
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It's School Picture Day at
the Omaha Homeschool
Learning Center!

The years seem to fly by so
come create pictures you can

re-create years later!

Where: Southwest Church of
Have your school pictures taken B Christ located at 2600 S. 124th
(photo packages and school ID St., Omaha, NE 68144
cards will be available).

Date: Tuesday, August 28th,
Capture your homeschool 2018 at the Annual
memories with the 2018-2019 (Aren’t-You-Glad-You're-Not)
Legacy Yearbook. You can also Going-Back-To-School Day!
pick up your 2017-2018 Legacy
Yearbook and reminisce about Time: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

the past school year!
Also offered: Free hearing tests
conducted by Boystown National
Research Center!

Boystown Research speech-language
pathologists will offer screening for
Developmental Language Disorders
which may later result in reading
problems or dyslexia.

This is a great time to register
for classes offered at OHLC!




omaha homeschool The Bee's Bookshelf
band & orchestra Birthday Sweepstakes

Win a year offree

Phone: 402.227.2147 books fromthe Bee!

homeschoolmusic@windstream.net
www.ohbo.org

Band and Orchestranstruction
In a Christianenvironment
Starts
Contactus for more info about 8/13/18
the upcoming 2018 fall semesterf | through
8/31/18

Classes held at the
OmahaConservatory of Music, Click

7023 CasStreet, Omaha, NE Here to
Tuesday afternoons Enter!

Forbeginning to advanceglayers

OHBO Ensemble Auditions

We want to remind those who would like to try for a more advanced group, auditions will béAbhglast 28,
from 4:30-6 pmin Room 114 at the Omaha Conservatory.

This is for those wanting to advance from junior to senior intermediate orchestra, senior intermediate to
advanced orchestra, and from intermediate to advanced band. Visit with your teacher if you are unsure
whether to try out.

These auditions are also for those players who have played for some time who are new to the program
need to be placed in an ensembld.you are already in an advanced ensemble or if you do not wish to
advance from an intermediate ensemble at this timgou do not need to audition.The audition material is
located on our websitehttps://www.ohbo.org/auditions

Also, new this semester! Due to the large number of potential auditions, you may sign up for a time slot yig
2dzNJ 6S0aA0Sd ! yYRSNI da2NB¢ i KS httpé/wang dhbotord/bobkbBide 2

Rick Brown
Director, Omaha Homeschool Band & Orchestra
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